Negative affectivity (NA) is a broad construct that has been associated with the development of psychopathologies, such as anxiety, and with exaggerated attention to threatening stimuli. EEG asymmetry reflects biological individual differences in emotional reactivity that may underlie the association between NA and attention to threat. The present study included a sample of 31 five-seven year olds (M age in months = 74.39, SD = 6.57) to test the hypothesis that greater NA, combined with greater right anterior and posterior asymmetries, predicts increased attention interference following threat stimuli. Children completed an executive attention task which presented task-irrelevant threat (angry) and non-threat (neutral) faces prior to each trial. EEG asymmetry was measured at baseline for anterior, anterior-temporal and posterior scalp regions and child NA was measured via maternal report. As predicted, children showing greater NA and greater right anterior-temporal asymmetry showed more attention interference following angry faces. Additionally, two trend-level effects emerged: children showing greater NA and greater left anterior-temporal asymmetry showed less attention interference following angry faces, and children showing greater NA and greater left posterior asymmetry showed less attention interference, but only following neutral faces. Discussion focuses on the utility of using EEG asymmetry in the study of temperament, attentional biases, and the biological processes by which temperament confers risk for psychopathology.
Introduction
Emotional reactivity is among the core aspects of temperament that influence children's adaptive behavior, including the ability to regulate behavior and attention in the presence of emotional demands (Cicchetti & Cohen, 2006; Cole, Dennis, Martin, & Hall, 2008; Gottman, Katz, & Hooven, 1997) . Temperament theory has focused on two over-arching dimensions of temperamental reactivity in early childhood: surgency and negative affectivity (Rothbart, Ahadi, Hershey, & Fisher, 2001) . Negative affectivity (NA) is a reactive dimension of temperament reflecting the degree to which a child displays discomfort, fear, anger/frustration, sadness, and reduced soothability (Rothbart & Bates, 2006; Thomas & Chess, 1977) .
NA has been associated with a broad array of emotional pathologies, in particular those that are related to disruptions in how emotional information is attended to and processed, such as anxiety and depression (Compas, Connor-Smith, & Jaser, 2004; Dougherty, Klein, Durbin, Hayden, & Olino, 2010; Klein, Durbin, Shankman, & Santiago, 2002; Laurent, Joiner, & Catanzaro, 2011; Mikolajewski, Allan, Hart, Lonigan, & Taylor, 2012; Morgan, Shaw, & Olino, 2012) . For example, anxiety is characterized by an attention threat bias, or disrupted attention towards threat-relevant stimuli (e.g., angry faces). This is evidenced at multiple stages of attention, depending on when and how attention is measured (Amir, Foa, & Coles, 1998) , including exaggerated vigilance for threat, greater difficulty disengaging attention from threat, and attentional avoidance of threat (Bar-Haim, Lamy, Pergamin, Bakermans-Kranenburg, & van IJzendoorn, 2007; Mogg & Bradley, 1998; Williams, Mathews, & MacLeod, 1996) . Nakagawa and Sukigara (2012) examined the relation between temperamental NA in 12-month-old infants and individual differences in attentional disengagement from threatening stimuli (e.g., fearful faces). They found that infants displaying greater NA
